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The Bible is the book of God's relationship with His chosen people.  From Genesis to 
Revelation, the Scriptures focus on revealing the character and nature of God to the 
people to whom He chooses to reveal Himself.  There are many other people groups 
and nations in existence during biblical history (e.g. China, Japan, India, etc.), yet the 
Old Testament only focuses on God's chosen people, the Hebrews/Israelites/Jews, and 
the people and nations that directly interact with them.  The New Testament continues 
this selective focus on God's chosen people, which details the earthly ministry of Jesus 
and the spread of the church from Jerusalem throughout Asia Minor.

A History 

The first time we see God choose only certain people for salvation begins with the story 
of Noah in Genesis 6-7.  God sovereignly chose to reveal himself to Noah, based on 
nothing Noah had done to gain God's favor.  And God chose to save Noah and his 
family by instructing Noah to build an ark, while the rest of the world was judged and 
destroyed by a forty-day flood. God alone chose who was saved and who was not.

The next key figure in God's salvation story is Abraham.  Abraham is the father of God's 
chosen people.  And once again, God chose Abraham alone to be saved out of his 
entire family.  

Genesis 11:26 (ESV)
When Terah had lived 70 years, he fathered Abram, Nahor, and Haran. 

Abraham's father, Terah, was not chosen by God -- neither were his brothers, Nahor 
and Haran.  God sovereignly chose Abraham alone to receive His covenant.

Genesis 17:4-8 (ESV)
“Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. No 
longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made 
you the father of a multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make 
you into nations, and kings shall come from you. And I will establish my covenant between 
me and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting 
covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. And I will give to you and to 
your offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an 
everlasting possession, and I will be their God.” 

Abraham and his wife, Sarah, received the miracle of having a son in their old age -- 
Isaac.  Isaac married Rebekah, and they had twin boys -- Esau and Jacob.

Genesis 25:21-16 (ESV)
And Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife, because she was barren. And the Lord granted 
his prayer, and Rebekah his wife conceived. The children struggled together within her, 
and she said, “If it is thus, why is this happening to me?” So she went to inquire of the
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Lord. And the Lord said to her, “Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples from 
within you shall be divided; the one shall be stronger than the other, the older shall serve

 the younger.” When her days to give birth were completed, behold, there were twins in her 
womb. The first came out red, all his body like a hairy cloak, so they called his name Esau. 
Afterward his brother came out with his hand holding Esau’s heel, so his name was called 
Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them. 

It is with the birth of Esau and Jacob that the idea of being chosen by God takes on 
greater clarity.  Even though the boys were twins, Esau was the firstborn son, so by the 
law of primogeniture, Esau was heir to the family birthright.  But Jacob swindled Esau 
out of his birthright in exchange for a bowl of red bean soup.  Later Jacob swindled 
Esau again, this time out of the blessing of the firstborn as their father, Isaac, was about 
to die -- only this time, Jacob's actions were even more deceptive. 

But even in light of Jacob's deception, God rejected Esau and accepted Jacob.  

Malachi 1:2-5 (ESV)
“I have loved you,” says the Lord. But you say, “How have you loved us?” “Is not Esau 
Jacob’s brother?” declares the Lord. “Yet I have loved Jacob but Esau I have hated. I have 
laid waste his hill country and left his heritage to jackals of the desert.” If Edom says, “We 
are shattered but we will rebuild the ruins,” the Lord of hosts says, “They may build, but I 
will tear down, and they will be called ‘the wicked country,’ and ‘the people with whom the 
Lord is angry forever.’” Your own eyes shall see this, and you shall say, “Great is the Lord 
beyond the border of Israel!” 

In the New Testament, the Apostle Paul cites the story of Jacob and Esau in his letter to 
the Romans.

Romans 9:9-13 (ESV)
For this is what the promise said: “About this time next year I will return, and Sarah shall 
have a son.” And not only so, but also when Rebekah had conceived children by one man, 
our forefather Isaac, though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or 
bad—in order that God’s purpose of election might continue, not because of works but 
because of him who calls— she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” As it is 
written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” 

Esau and Jacob were twin brothers, both Abraham's grandsons, yet God clearly states 
that He loved Jacob and hated Esau.  Jacob was chosen.  Esau was not. 

God Hates

The idea that God hates anyone is very uncomfortable for us.  We ask, "But isn't God 
supposed to be a God of love?  Doesn't He love everyone?"  The biblical answer is no, 
God does not love everyone.  Does God hate?  The biblical answer is yes, He does.

Psalm 5:4-6 (ESV)
For you are not a God who delights in wickedness; evil may not dwell with you. The 
boastful shall not stand before your eyes; you hate all evildoers. You destroy those who 
speak lies; the Lord abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man. 
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Psalm 11:5-6 (ESV)
The Lord tests the righteous, but his soul hates the wicked and the one who loves 
violence. Let him rain coals on the wicked; fire and sulfur and a scorching wind shall be 
the portion of their cup. 

Proverbs 6:16-19 (ESV)
There are six things that the Lord hates, seven that are an abomination to him: haughty 
eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked 
plans, feet that make haste to run to evil, a false witness who breathes out lies, and one 
who sows discord among brothers. 

Hosea 9:15-17 (ESV)
Every evil of theirs is in Gilgal; there I began to hate them. Because of the wickedness of 
their deeds I will drive them out of my house. I will love them no more; all their princes are 
rebels. Ephraim is stricken; their root is dried up; they shall bear no fruit. Even though 
they give birth, I will put their beloved children to death. My God will reject them because 
they have not listened to him; they shall be wanderers among the nations. 

For God to truly love, He must also hate.  He loves righteousness; He hates 
wickedness.  He loves the righteous; He hates the wicked. 

God Chooses

The next idea that is equally uncomfortable for us is that God chooses whom He loves 
and whom He hates.  We want God to be fair in human terms.  We want Him to choose 
everyone, so that we each have the choice to accept or reject His salvation.  But that 
would make us more powerful than God.  The power of salvation would then be in our 
hands, not His. 

Throughout the Old and New Testaments, God alone chooses who will become the 
heirs of His salvation.  In the Old Testament, God chose the Hebrews/Israelites/Jews as 
the only nation on earth to inherit His salvation -- the people who were direct 
descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Israel).  Every other nation on earth was 
rejected by God.

Deuteronomy 14:2 (ESV)
For you are a people holy to the Lord your God, and the Lord has chosen you to be a 
people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the 
earth.

2 Samuel 7:23-24 (ESV)
And who is like your people Israel, the one nation on earth whom God went to redeem to 
be his people, making himself a name and doing for them great and awesome things by 
driving out before your people, whom you redeemed for yourself from Egypt, a nation and 
its gods? And you established for yourself your people Israel to be your people forever. 
And you, O Lord, became their God. 

1 Kings 8:53 (ESV)
For you separated them from among all the peoples of the earth to be your heritage, as 
you declared through Moses your servant, when you brought our fathers out of Egypt, O 
Lord God.” 
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1 Chronicles 17:20-21 (ESV)
There is none like you, O Lord, and there is no God besides you, according to all that we 
have heard with our ears. And who is like your people Israel, the one nation on earth whom

 God went to redeem to be his people, making for yourself a name for great and awesome 
things, in driving out nations before your people whom you redeemed from Egypt? 

In the same way, God continues to choose those who will be heirs of His salvation in the 
New Testament.  He has chosen those who are to be grafted into the spiritual nation of 
Israel and inherit His salvation.  Jesus made this very clear.

Matthew 20:28 (ESV)
Even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.

Matthew 26:27-28 (ESV)
And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, 
all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the 
forgiveness of sins.

John 6:44 (ESV)
No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. 

John 10:25 (ESV)
Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my 
Father’s name bear witness about me, but you do not believe because you are not among 
my sheep. My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them 
eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My 
Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them 
out of the Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.” 

John 17:6-10 (ESV)
“I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. Yours 
they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that 
everything that you have given me is from you. For I have given them the words that you 
gave me, and they have received them and have come to know in truth that I came from 
you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am praying for them. I am not praying for 
the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are yours. All mine are yours, 
and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. 

John 15:16 (ESV)
You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear 
fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he 
may give it to you. 

Jesus also told a parable that clearly explains how God chooses some and not others.

Matthew 22:2-14 (ESV)
“The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, 
and sent his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would 
not come. Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, “See, I have 
prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is 
ready. Come to the wedding feast.”’ But they paid no attention and went off, one to his 
farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, 
and killed them. The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those 
murderers and burned their city. Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, 
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but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the 
wedding feast as many as you find.’ And those servants went out into the roads and 
gathered all whom they found, both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled with 
guests. “But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no
wedding garment. And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding 
garment?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand

 and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, but few are chosen.” 

This parable has been difficult to interpret for people who do not want to inherit its plain 
message.  As Jesus tells the parable, many people were called to be a part of the 
wedding feast, but they paid no attention to the invitation. Instead they went off into a 
variety of sins: apathy, selfishness, greed, violence.  This is a picture of the physical 
nation of Israel, and how they turned their back on God's love. The King punishes these 
wicked people with death and annihilation.  They are unworthy guests because they 
rejected the King's invitation.

Next the King goes out and gathers people that He chooses from every walk of life.  He 
uses His servants to bring them in. This is how the chosen are selected: from every 
tribe, every nation, every walk of life.  Both the good and bad are chosen.  And they are 
brought in through evangelism -- sharing with the people in the streets the invitation that 
the King has issued.  So we'd like to think this means that anybody can come to the 
wedding feast -- after all, the king told the servants to gather as many as they could find.  
But this is clearly not the case.

In those days, it was the responsibility of the king to provide suitable wedding garments 
for his invited guests.  So only His newly chosen guests would be in possession of 
those garments.  This is a picture of the robes of righteousness that are given to those 
who are now chosen by God to inherit His Kingdom.

In a surprise twist, a man shows up who wasn't chosen to be at the wedding.  He didn't 
receive the wedding garments.  But he showed up of his own free will, thinking that he 
could enter the wedding without wearing the King's robes. We would think that the King 
wouldn't care, since He invited all the other people to the wedding.  "What's one more?", 
we would ask.  But the King's response does not match ours.  He binds the man who 
was not chosen to be his guest and throws him into outer darkness.

Jesus concludes the parable with these words -- for many are called, but few are 
chosen. The meaning is very clear.  Salvation may look random to us, like anybody at 
all can come in to the Kingdom of their own free will.  But only those chosen by the King 
can enter in.  The chosen Jews who snubbed the invitation at the beginning are 
destroyed.  And those who try to come in without being chosen are cast out.  Only those 
who are chosen by the King are allowed to become a part of the Kingdom of Heaven.

In the book of Acts, Paul and Barnabas are preaching to the Jews about Jesus at 
Antioch in Pisidia.  And many of the Jews listening to Paul and Barnabas convert as 
followers of Jesus.  This is the account that follows:
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Acts 13:44-48 (ESV)
The next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. But when 
the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and began to contradict what was 
spoken by Paul, reviling him. And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, “It was 
necessary that the word of God be spoken first to you. Since you thrust it aside and judge 
yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles. For so the Lord 
has commanded us, saying, “‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring 
salvation to the ends of the earth.’” And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing

 and glorifying the word of the Lord, and as many as were appointed to eternal life 
believed. 

The Gentiles are rejoicing that God has opened the door to salvation for them as well.  
And Luke ends the account by saying that every last person who was appointed by God 
-- chosen -- to inherit eternal life believed that day.

In Romans, Paul continues to teach how God chooses the heirs of His salvation.

Romans 9:6-8 (ESV)
But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are descended from 
Israel belong to Israel, and not all are children of Abraham because they are his offspring, 
but “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” This means that it is not the children 
of the flesh who are the children of God, but the children of the promise are counted as 
offspring. 

Romans 9:14-18 (ESV)
What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God’s part? By no means! For he says to 
Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I 
have compassion.” So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has
mercy. For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you up, that 
I might show my power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” So
then he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills. 

Romans 9:27-28 (ESV)
And Isaiah cries out concerning Israel: “Though the number of the sons of Israel be as the 
sand of the sea, only a remnant of them will be saved, for the Lord will carry out his 
sentence upon the earth fully and without delay.”

God has mercy and compassion on whomever He chooses, and He doesn't choose 
everybody.  Only a remnant of the human race is chosen to be saved.  Some receive 
His mercy, while He hardens others' hearts.  As an example, God created Pharaoh to 
put His power and glory on display -- to show the world that He could triumph over the 
greatest human ruler on the planet -- a man who claimed that he was a god.

In Ephesians, Paul once again underscores the idea of how we are chosen.

Ephesians 1:3-6; 11-12 (ESV)
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he 
predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his 
will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved....In 
him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the 
purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, so that we who 
were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 
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Paul tells us that God already chose all of those who are heirs of salvation before He 
created the world in Genesis 1.

And once again Paul asserts that God is the one who chooses in his letter to the 
Thessalonians.

2 Thessalonians 2:13 (ESV)
But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the Lord, because 
God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and belief 
in the truth. 

Our Control

We want a picture of God that makes us feel comfortable.  We want to believe that God 
loves everybody, that God chooses everybody, and it's up to us to decide whether or not 
we want Him -- but that would make us greater than God.  All the control would be in our 
hands.  And that's exactly what we want.  We want the control of salvation to be in our 
hands -- we can choose God, or we can walk away, and He can't do anything about it. 

We want to say if we're in or we're out.  We want to say if other people are in or other 
people are out. We want to believe that we can pray people into the Kingdom.  We want 
to believe that we can control the eternal destiny of the people we love, especially our 
family.  So God choosing is very unsettling to us.  The story of Jacob and Esau makes 
us wildly uncomfortable, because it shows us a different eternal outcome for twin 
brothers.

The truth is that we haven't wanted the One True God.  We've wanted a god we can 
control.  We've wanted a god we can back into a corner with our prayers -- a god who is 
strong enough to give us what we want, but weak enough to bow to our will.  We want 
prayer to be a tool where we tell God what we want Him to do for us -- where we can 
convince God that our way is better, that we can force Him to change His mind.  But 
Jesus didn't teach us to pray that way.  He taught us to pray for God's will instead of 
ours. Your Kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  Not my will, 
but yours be done.

Our Pride

At the core of our struggle with God is our human pride.  We want to believe that we are 
better than we are -- that we are basically good people who deserve a chance in life. If 
God is going to hand out golden tickets, so to speak, then we should all get the same 
chance to have one.  "Of course we would choose God if we were given the chance," 
we tell ourselves.  But we were already given that chance -- through the sacrifice of 
Jesus on the cross.

1 John 2:2 (ESV)
He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole 
world. 

2 Corinthians 5:14-15 (ESV)
For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for 
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all, therefore all have died; and he died for all...

Hebrews 2:9 (ESV)
But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, 
crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of 
God he might taste death for everyone. 

Jesus died on the cross for the sins of everyone, both the righteous and the wicked.  He 
tasted death for all people, so that He could completely conquer the power of sin and 
death once and for all.

1 Corinthians 15:56-57 (ESV)
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives 
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

2 Timothy 1:9-10 (ESV)
[God] who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but because 
of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 
and which now has been manifested through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, 
who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.

Jesus died for all to defeat sin and death for all people -- to deliver them and offer them 
life and immortality.  This makes our choice against God even more defiant and 
rebellious.  Jesus died for ALL of us, yet NONE of us chose Him. 

Isaiah 53:6 (ESV)
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the 
Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

Romans 3:23 (ESV)
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

Romans 3:9-12 (ESV)
What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged that 
all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; 
no one understands; no one seeks for God. All have turned aside; together they have 
become worthless; no one does good, not even one.” 

We have all already made our choice -- we chose sin over God.  This truth cannot 
be stressed enough!  Not one of us chose God.  We have all gone our own way.  That 
means that all of us deserve death.  By nature, we are all sons of disobedience; we are 
all children of wrath.

Ephesians 2:1-3 (ESV)
And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the 
course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 
work in the sons of disobedience— among whom we all once lived in the passions of our 
flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of 
wrath, like the rest of mankind.

God already knew that none of us would choose Him, because He is God.  He is 
omniscient, which means He knows everything.  He is the Alpha and Omega, which 
means He is the beginning and the end. God knows everything from the beginning of 
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time to the end of time.  He could already see each of our lives in their fullness before 
we ever lived them.  And He saw the choice that each of us made before we ever made 
it -- the choice against His love; the choice for sin and separation from God.  In our blind 
pride and denial, we don't want to believe it's true.  Yet our present lives give witness to 
the truth -- we have all chosen sin over God.

But in His great love, God did something very unexpected before He created the world.  
He predestined some people out of their sin and darkness to reveal His love to them as 
His chosen people, members of the spiritual nation of Israel, grafted in by faith. Because 
He knew that these people would not want Him and would not choose Him, He chose 
them against their will.  Then as they live out their lives on this earth, God bends the will 
of the chosen to come in line with His will.

Psalm 110:3 (ESV)
Your people will offer themselves freely on the day of your power, in holy garments...

Daniel 4:35 (ESV)
All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he does according to his will 
among the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his 
hand or say to him, “What have you done?” 

Romans 9:16, 18 (ESV)
So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy....So then he 
has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills. 

God's Sovereignty
 
The bottom line is that God is sovereign.  He is in absolute control of everything, and He 
does whatever He wants.  

Psalm 115:3-8 (ESV)
Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases. Their idols are silver and gold, the 
work of human hands. They have mouths, but do not speak; eyes, but do not see. They 
have ears, but do not hear; noses, but do not smell. They have hands, but do not feel; feet, 
but do not walk; and they do not make a sound in their throat. Those who make them 
become like them; so do all who trust in them. 

Psalm 135:5-6 (ESV)
I know that the Lord is great, that our Lord is greater than all gods. The Lord does 
whatever pleases him, in the heavens and on the earth, in the seas and all their depths. 

God does not factor in our opinion or take our counsel.  

Romans 11:33-35 (ESV)
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his 
judgments and how inscrutable his ways! “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or 
who has been his counselor?” “Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?” 

His thoughts are on a much higher plane than our thoughts.

Isaiah 55:8-9 (ESV)
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares 
the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher 
than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
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God does not have to save any of us.  He could wipe us out and start over.  If He did so, 
He would be completely holy and just in His decision, because of our choice for sin.  But 
instead, God has chosen to save some of us, based on nothing we have done.  In His 
sovereign will, He chooses us.  He draws us in.  He reveals Himself to us.  And He 
changes us against our will. He chooses whoever He wants to, and we have nothing to 
say about it -- except to give Him praise as the Almighty God.

Objections

There are two main Old Testament accounts and three main New Testament verses/
passages that people raise in objection to the idea that God chooses.  Let's address 
each one.

1) Abraham negotiating with God to spare Sodom and Gomorrah.

Abraham's negotiation with God was not about asking God to change the outcome of 
the wicked.  Abraham negotiated to spare the righteous who lived in that wicked place. 

Genesis 18:23-24 (ESV)
Then Abraham drew near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the righteous 
with the wicked? Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city. Will you then 
sweep away the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous who are in it?"

Abraham then went on to ask God to spare the city if 45, then 40, then 30, then 20, then 
10 righteous people were found in the city.  The result of this negotiation was that God 
sent two angels to rescue Lot and his family from destruction -- then God burned the 
city down.  Lot's wife looked back on the burning city, in direct disobedience to the 
angel's commands, and she turned into a pillar of salt.

2) Jonah preaching salvation to the Ninevites.

The book of Jonah records the story of how God called Jonah to preach repentance to 
the Ninevites, the capital of Assyria, home to 120,000 very wicked people.  

Jonah did not want his calling, so against Jonah's will, God brought Jonah to the shores 
of Nineveh through a three-day journey in the belly of a great fish.  Jonah then preached 
for three more days, and the entire city responded by fasting to prevent God's wrath, 
including the animals.  In the end, God did not destroy the Ninevites because they 
repented for their wickedness.  God saved Nineveh from destruction; He did not save 
them to eternal life.  

Jonah 3:10 (ESV)
When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented 
of the disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do it. 

The purpose of God saving the Ninevites from destruction was to raise up Assyria from 
a weak nation into a military superpower that would deliver God's judgment against the 
10 tribes of the Northern Kingdom.  The Assyrians destroyed the land and carried the 
Israelites off into exile. 
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After God's judgement was carried out against the Northern Kingdom, God then put a 
curse on the Assyrians for what they had done to the Northern Kingdom, and He raised 
up Nahum to prophecy their destruction. In His sovereignty, God raised up the 
Assyrians and then tore them down. This entire account follows in the same vein as 
God raising up Pharaoh, as discussed in Romans 9.

3) John 3:16-17 (ESV)

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 
him.

These two verses have been used to promote the idea that God will save anybody who 
chooses to believe in Him.  They have been interpreted to say that "whoever believes" 
is an open invitation -- that God came to save the whole world, not condemn it.  If only 
we would keep reading, the next two verses bring a very different kind of clarity.

John 3:18-21 (ESV)
Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned 
already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the 
judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the 
light because their works were evil. For everyone who does wicked things hates the light 
and does not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed. But whoever does what 
is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried 
out in God.

Once again, Jesus draws a sharp distinction between those who are chosen and those 
who are not.  Those who do not believe are condemned already, because God sent the 
light to judge them, not to save them.  He already knows their hearts.  He already knows 
what they will choose, so He does not choose them.

If God's will is to save the entire world through Jesus, then we must conclude that He is 
rather powerless to accomplish His will.  Hundreds of thousands of people are dying 
each day who have not become heirs of His salvation through faith in Jesus.  Clearly 
this was never God's plan for salvation, because God is omnipotent -- He has the power 
to accomplish His will every time.

In John 3, Jesus shows us God's true plan to save the world -- to save a remnant of 
people who are given eternal life and inhabit the New Earth that is promised in 
Revelation 21, 22.  

4) 1 Timothy 2:1-6 (ESV)

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be 
made for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a 
peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. This is good, and it is pleasing in 
the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony 
given at the proper time. 
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Paul is telling Timothy to instruct the chosen to urgently pray for all kinds of people.  
This is the truest translation of the passage. (For easy access to this translation, see 
online resources such as biblestudytools.com, biblehub.com, reformationtheology.com, 
and an excellent study by Mitch Cervinka -- An Exposition of 1 Timothy 2:3-4.) 

The chosen come from all walks of life.  This was a very important teaching for the 
chosen in Paul's day, because the Jews were still under the assumption that God's 
chosen were the physical nation of Israel, instead of the spiritual nation of Israel.  Yet 
God had opened the Kingdom to people that the Jews would never imagine -- even their 
rich and powerful Roman oppressors. This would have been big news to the oppressed 
Jews who were still living under foreign domination.  The repeated use of the word "all" 
is more correctly translated "all classes of men" -- it's not referencing a complete, 
inclusive group of individuals.  The message of this verse is that the chosen were not to 
be found only among the oppressed, but among all classes of society.  This verse 
correlates in the Pauline epistles to 1 Corinthians 1:24-26.

5) 2 Peter 3:9 (ESV)

The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient 
toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 

These words are written by Peter to the chosen, which is made clear by the explanation 
at the beginning of chapter. 

2 Peter 3:1a (ESV)
This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved. 

And it's further clarified by the greeting at the beginning of the Petrine epistles. 

1 Peter 1:1 (ESV)
Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion in 
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia...

In 2 Peter 3:9, Peter is talking to "all of you," meaning all the chosen to whom he is 
writing these words.  Peter was telling the chosen that God was delaying the return of 
Jesus to this earth -- not because He was slow to keep His promise -- but because He's 
being patient with them, giving them every opportunity to leave sin, repent, and live a 
chosen life. This is in keeping with the many Old Testament prophets who warn God's 
chosen people about their sinful lifestyles, urging them to return to a life of obedience. 

FAQs

1) What does it mean to be chosen?

It means that although you deserve death, in His love, God chose you to inherit His 
love, mercy, and forgiveness for your sin. Due to no ability of your own, God chose to 
reveal Himself to you, so you could be reconciled to Him and receive eternal life.

http://biblestudytools.com
http://biblehub.com
http://reformationtheology.com
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2) How do I know if I'm chosen?

Do you long to know the love of God?  Do you acknowledge your need for Jesus as 
your Lord and Savior?  Have you put your faith in His Truth and His sacrifice? Does His 
Word bring you life and joy? Do you want to learn how to obey Him in all your ways?  Is 
the power of the Holy Spirit changing your desires and behaviors?  Do you know that 
God is calling you to live a different life than the people around you?  Do you want to 
embrace that life? Do you desire to learn how to depend on God for every detail of your 
existence?  Are you hungry to fully trust Him?

If you answered "yes" to these questions, then you are indeed chosen, because it's 
impossible for any of us to desire or live out these things in our own human strength. 
We know we are chosen, because our eyes and ears are open to the Truth and our
hearts are able to receive it. We know we are chosen because we want to know the 
love of God more than anything.

Look at what Jesus said in Matthew 13:

Matthew 13:13-16 (ESV)
This is why I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they 
do not hear, nor do they understand. Indeed, in their case the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled 
that says: “You will indeed hear but never understand, and you will indeed see but never 
perceive.” For this people’s heart has grown dull, and with their ears they can barely hear, 
and their eyes they have closed, lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their 
ears and understand with their heart and turn, and I would heal them. But blessed are 
your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear.

Isaiah prophesied that the chosen Jews who turned to the worship of false gods instead 
of the One True God would never see or hear God.  But then for Jesus' chosen disciples 
to whom He is speaking, He tells them, "You are chosen.  Your eyes have been blessed 
to see.  Your ears have been blessed to hear."

John also gives us a clear picture of the assurance that we are chosen.

1 John 4:13-18 (ESV)
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 
And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the 
world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 
So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and
whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. By this is love perfected 
with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also 
are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to 
do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. 

You get to live in the security of being chosen by God!  You get to know your Father's 
love for you like never before.  Being chosen by God is the greatest gift you will ever be 
given. 

If you sometimes feel afraid that you are not chosen, even though these biblical 
passages show you that you are, know that the evil spirits of deception and fear are 
trying to counsel you.  You have authority in the name of Jesus to cast them out and to 
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not receive their counsel for your life.  Jesus is your Wonderful Counselor through the 
power of His Holy Spirit that lives in you!

Do not believe the lie that you must be completely perfected and mature in every way to 
be chosen by God.  God is patient with His chosen people, wanting all of us to come to 
full maturity in Christ.  He knows the exact timing of how everything is supposed to 
unfold in your life.  Because you are chosen, He will bring you to completion.

Philippians 1:6 (ESV)
And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at 
the day of Jesus Christ. 

3) Why is it so important to focus on being chosen?

Knowing you are chosen is the only way you will ever truly know the love of your 
Heavenly Father.  If God "loves" everybody, what is so special about that?  But if God 
chose you and selected you as His own special treasure, then that changes everything. 

A helpful analogy is to think about a wedding, which is an often used analogy for the 
Kingdom of God in Scripture. If the groom marries everybody who wants to get married, 
that's not much of a reason to celebrate. But if the groom has chosen a bride above all 
other women to be his alone, then she feels like the most cherished woman in the 
world. The groom didn't choose everybody. He chose her!  And that means that a lot of 
other women didn't get chosen in the process.

This image mirrors the word God gave to Malachi for His chosen people in Malachi 1. 
God's chosen people know His love for them because He chose Jacob and rejected 
Esau. That's how you know you're loved. You were chosen. 

4) What does a chosen life look like?

A chosen life means that you never have to worry about anything again. Your life looks 
completely different from the rest of the world around you -- simple.  Every detail of your 
life is ordered by God. You obey Him and seek His Kingdom first, and He takes 
meticulous care of you. Everything in your life is given to you through His love. Jesus 
describes it in detail in Matthew 6. 

Matthew 6:25-34 (ESV)
“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will 
drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body 
more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into 
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And 
which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? And why are you 
anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil 
nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But 
if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into
the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? Therefore do not be 
anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 
For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need

 them all. But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will 
be added to you. “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be 
anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble." 
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A chosen life also gives you a heart to obey God in all His ways.  The God who bends 
your will to inherit His salvation is the same God who continues to bend your will to obey 
Him.  Old sinful desires are progressively stripped away by the power of His love, 
allowing you to inherit increasing freedom from sin in every area of your life through the 
Holy Spirit at work within you.  For the chosen, freedom from sin does not come from 
trying harder or behaving better -- it comes from the power of God to free us from sin 
and change our cravings.

Romans 6:17-18 (ESV)
But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from 
the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed, and, having been set 
free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. 

5) What about my choices?  As a chosen person, are there things I get to choose?

God has always given His chosen people the choice to lead a chosen life.  The choice 
is in your hands -- will you choose life or death?  Will you choose blessing or curse?

Deuteronomy 30:19-20 (ESV)
I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and 
death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may live, 
loving the Lord your God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is your life and 
length of days, that you may dwell in the land that the Lord swore to your fathers, to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.

Joshua 25:15 (ESV)
And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, 
whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the 
Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.

This is why God is patient with us, because as His chosen people, He has given us the 
power to choose a chosen life. It is entirely possible for a chosen person to pout and 
whine about being chosen -- to miss the joy of a chosen life.  

Jonah is a prime example.  Jonah did not want his calling -- to preach repentance to the 
Ninevites -- but the Sovereign God brought Jonah against his will to the shores of 
Nineveh in the belly of giant fish.  Jonah fulfilled his calling, preached to the Ninevites, 
and they all repented for their evil ways.  Yet the book of Jonah ends with Jonah 
pouting, mad at God that the Ninevites were spared.  Jonah found no joy in being 
chosen or in fulfilling God's sovereign plan for his life. 

God alone chooses who will be saved.  Since we did not choose Him, He chose us.  He 
loved us first (1 John 4:19).  He also chooses our unique identity and calling.  But we 
choose our attitude.  We choose if we will worship Him alone or false gods too.  We 
choose if we will love Him, obey His voice, and hold fast to Him.  We choose between 
life and blessing...or death and curses.  

There are many chosen people today who are currently living a cursed life, because 
they refuse to obey God. But if they will turn and repent -- if they will choose life -- God's 
blessing will come in to restore everything that has been damaged by their sin.
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6) What about my parents?  What about my children?  I want them to be chosen.  How 
do I know if they are?

When it comes to our parents, there are no examples in the Bible of chosen people who 
were able to reach backwards and bring salvation to their parents.  Just as Abraham 
had to move on in obedience from the place that his father, Terah, settled, so all children 
who are chosen by God must continue forward in obedience to God, regardless of what 
their parents choose.

Chosen people, however, are called to reach forward and raise their children in the 
ways of the Lord.  And God promises blessing on the children of the righteous, who are 
raised to obey God.

Psalm 112:1-2 (ESV)
Praise the Lord! Blessed is the man who fears the Lord, who greatly delights in his 
commandments! His offspring will be mighty in the land; the generation of the upright will
be blessed. 

Isaiah 44:1-5 (ESV)
“But now hear, O Jacob my servant, Israel whom I have chosen! Thus says the Lord who 
made you, who formed you from the womb and will help you: Fear not, O Jacob my
servant, Jeshurun whom I have chosen. For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and 
streams on the dry ground; I will pour my Spirit upon your offspring, and my blessing on 
your descendants. They shall spring up among the grass like willows by flowing streams. 
This one will say, ‘I am the Lord’s,’ another will call on the name of Jacob, and another will 
write on his hand, ‘The Lord’s,’ and name himself by the name of Israel.”

Proverbs 20:7 (ESV)
The righteous who walks in his integrity— blessed are his children after him! 

Yet these promises are not guarantees of a child's salvation, as we clearly see in the 
story of Esau and Jacob. God's sovereign plan for each individual life prevails, because 
He alone knows the heart of each person.

As chosen parents, our job is to raise our children to honor God in all that they do, but 
their outcome is in God's hands.  We are called to see and hear our children -- to 
pursue their hearts, to invest in them, to emotionally connect with them, to have an 
ongoing conversation with them, to pour Truth and love into them, to provide safety and 
security for them, to protect and defend them, to pray God's Word over them, to 
discipline them, and to attach to them with closeness and physical affection.  Our love 
as a parent is supposed to be the gateway to God's greater love for them as their 
Everlasting Father. 

God will show you His plan for each of your children, and you can trust His plan.  We 
must not be quick to assume God's outcome for our children, based on their current 
sinful behavior.  Repeatedly throughout the Bible, chosen people go through a season 
of struggling, wrestling, and/or running from God (i.e. Jacob, Moses, Jonah, Peter, Paul, 
etc.)  before they surrender to His will. God knows the best path for your child's life, and 
He promises to guide them on that path (Psalm 32:8).  The Parable of the Prodigal Son 
(Luke 15) brings comfort and assurance to parents of chosen children.  God knows 
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what it will take and how long it will take for a prodigal to come to the end of his rope 
and return home to his Father.

Yet at the same time, our children cannot become idols to us.  We cannot love them 
more than God.  We are to obey God concerning our children, just as Abraham was 
willing to sacrifice Isaac on the altar in obedience to God, just as God gave His only Son 
on the cross for us that we might live.  

Jesus gives an excellent teaching in Matthew 10 that summarizes the truth of our 
relationships as chosen people with the rest of our biological families.

Matthew 10:34-39 (ESV)
“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, 
but a sword. For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her 
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. And a person’s enemies will be 
those of his own household. Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy 
of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. And whoever 
does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds his life will lose 
it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it."

As uncomfortable as these words may make us, Jesus Himself lived out this example. 
At 12 years old, He already disregarded His biological family in favor of "being about His 
Father's business" (Luke 2:49).  And two chapters after His teaching in Matthew 10, 
Jesus lives out His words.

Matthew 12:46-50 (ESV)
While he was still speaking to the people, behold, his mother and his brothers stood 
outside, asking to speak to him. But he replied to the man who told him, “Who is my 
mother, and who are my brothers?” And stretching out his hand toward his disciples, he 
said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! For whoever does the will of my Father in 
heaven is my brother and sister and mother.” 

Jesus was very clear that His family was made up of the chosen -- those who do the will 
of His Heavenly Father.  And Jesus continued to teach and live this truth throughout His 
earthly ministry.

Luke 9:57-62 (ESV)
As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you 
go.” And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the 
Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, 
“Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” And Jesus said to him, “Leave the dead to bury 
their own dead. But as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” Yet another said, “I 
will follow you, Lord, but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” Jesus said to him, 
“No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” 

As difficult as it may be for us to comprehend and accept, it is not up to us to determine 
who in our family is chosen and who is not.  Chosen people are given a new identity (2 
Corinthians 5:17), a new family (Ephesians 3:14-15), and a new eternal destiny (John 
3:16).  As chosen people, we no longer choose the details of our lives for ourselves.  
God does.  And that includes the eternal outcome of our biological family.  

God may have chosen your entire biological family, or He may have chosen some or 
none of your biological family.  The choosing process already took place back when He 
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created the world, because God already knew the hearts of all your family members 
before He even created them.

Ephesians 1:3-6 (ESV)
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he

 predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his 
will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 

7) But I thought we were all God's children, and that God loves everybody. Doesn't the 
Bible teach that?

Actually, the Bible doesn't teach that at all.  The Bible teaches that we are all God's 
creation (Colossians 1:16), but only the chosen are God's children.

1 John 3:1-10 (ESV)
See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; 
and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 
Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we 
know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. And
everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. Everyone who makes a 
practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know that he 
appeared in order to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who abides in him 
keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him. Little 
children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is

 righteous. Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been 
sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works 
of the devil. No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God’s seed abides in him, 
and he cannot keep on sinning because he has been born of God. By this it is evident who 
are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not practice 
righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother. 

The ultimate "fruit test" of a child of God is his/her ability to see and hear spiritual truth, 
live an obedient life, and love other people.

Universalism, not the Bible, teaches all people will go to Heaven because God wouldn't 
want to send anyone to Hell.  It teaches that we are all God's children, and that God 
loves everybody.  This is a man-made doctrine that was first made popular by a heretic 
named Origin (185-284 A.D.).

Jesus never planned to save the whole world.  He made it quite clear that the path to 
salvation is very narrow, and only a few people will find it. 

Matthew 7:13-14 (ESV)
“Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to 
destruction, and those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the way is 
hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few."

8) Then what's the point of evangelism?  I thought we were supposed to tell everybody 
the Good News.
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The point of evangelism is to awaken the chosen.  We are the servants of the King in 
Matthew 22 who go out into the streets to invite the chosen into the Kingdom.  We 
preach the Gospel to every creature, as Jesus commanded, but the outcome is clearly 
not in our hands.

Mark 16:15-16 (ESV)
And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation. 
Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be 
condemned."

God chose preaching the Gospel to create a division between the chosen and the 
wicked.  

1 Corinthians 1:21-24 (ESV)
For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased 
God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. For Jews demand 
signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews
and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power 
of God and the wisdom of God. 

Jesus told us to pray that God would raise up laborers to go out and awaken the chosen 
to the Good News.

Matthew 9:37-39 (ESV)
Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore 
pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 

As chosen people, evangelism takes on even greater importance.  The world is filled 
with chosen people who don't yet know they are chosen by God.  And as we proclaim 
the Truth, these people are awakened by the Holy Spirit.  Their eyes begin to see, and 
their ears begin to hear. That's why Jesus told us to make disciples in every nation 
(Matthew 28:19) -- God's chosen people are in every nation!

9) I was always taught that God doesn't hate, that God loves everybody.  I believe that 
God wants everybody to go to Heaven. 

While we understand the frustration and confusion that comes with being told that 
something you've believed for a long time isn't actually in the Bible, it is our calling 
before God to teach you the truth of God's Word.  This isn't what Valleybrook says; this 
is God's Word. We don't get to say who God is -- He does. 

The idea of being chosen isn't a trivial matter.  It is the crux of biblical salvation.  And if 
we don't know the truth, Jesus says that one day, we are in for a rude awakening.

Matthew 7:21-23 (ESV)
“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one 
who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, 
Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many 
mighty works in your name?’ And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart 
from me, you workers of lawlessness.’"
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In light of all the Scripture we've examined, do these words of Jesus suddenly make a 
lot more sense to you?  There are going to be many people who try to convince Jesus 
that they are chosen -- and they are going to hold up their spiritual works as proof of 
their chosen-ness.  And Jesus said that He is going to look at them and say, "Depart 
from me."  

In the end, what matters is that you are chosen by God.  Nothing else matters in this life 
-- or in the life to come.

10) I've heard people say Valleybrook believes they are the only ones who are chosen 
by God.  Is that true?

No, it's false!  Satan will do anything he can to discredit the Truth that will set people 
free, so he lies to people.  He is the father of lies.  Over the years, Satan has spread lies 
about Valleybrook every time we have inherited more of God's Truth, but the Truth 
always prevails -- and it produces good fruit!  The truth is that God is awakening the 
Valleybrook community to the chosen life, so that we can proclaim His excellencies to 
more chosen people who are scattered throughout the world. And it's happening, just 
like He said it would!

1 Peter 2:9 (ESV)
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness 
into his marvelous light. 


