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Background & Purpose 

 

At Valleybrook Church, the Word of God is the final and only authority concerning our doctrine and practice. 
We believe that “all Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and 
for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work” (2 
Timothy 3:16-17, ESV). In our study of God’s Word, we embrace: (1) a literal, grammatical, historical 
interpretation, which means we first seek to identify what the original document said and meant to its original 
audience, then we identify the transcendent principles that apply to us today; (2) a biblical theology, which 
means we believe the entire Bible informs and interprets the entire Bible; consequently, biblical truth recurs in 
themes throughout the Old and New Testaments; and (3) a progressive revelation, which means that from 
Genesis to Revelation, we see the same God doing the same things based on the same unchanging Truth 
(Malachi 3:6, James 1:17), and we believe that over time, He continually revealed more of Himself and His 
plan to His people.  
 

In doctrine and practice, we believe that God has always intended for both men and women to discover and 
live out their God-created identities in obedience to His Word, empowered by His Holy Spirit, for His glory. 
Thus, we believe that within the New Testament church, God has created both men and women to serve in 
any and every spiritual office that He has ordained in His Word, including apostles, prophets, evangelists, 
pastors, teachers, overseers, deacons, etc. In theological terms, this is known as an “egalitarian” viewpoint, as 
opposed to a “complementarian” viewpoint, which limits roles of women within the church and requires them to 
submit to male authority in ministry. Our egalitarian viewpoint means that we believe God created men and 
women as equal before Him, and that because of Jesus, both male and female believers are equally appointed 
and anointed by God to serve and lead in the New Testament church today.    

 

From its inception, Valleybrook Church has firmly espoused an egalitarian view of ministry, while other 
believers and churches have chosen a complementarian view. Valleybrook is affiliated with the Baptist General 
Conference (Converge Worldwide), which is a unique denomination in that allows for both egalitarian and 
complementarian viewpoints to exist under its banner. While we wholeheartedly love and embrace our 
complementarian brothers and sisters in Christ, we believe that a literal, grammatical, historical interpretation 
of the Bible, based upon a biblical theology that espouses God’s progressive revelation of His unchanging 
nature and character throughout human history, can only lead to one conclusion.  

 

The purpose of this paper is to equip those within the Valleybrook Church community with a biblical 
understanding of “why we do what we do,” so that both men and women in our community may freely and 
joyfully live with God-given permission and authority to walk the path of obedience with any spiritual gift or 
office to which they are called by God.  
 

In The Beginning.... 

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over 
the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” So God 

created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.        
Genesis 1:26-27 (ESV) 

 

When God created humans, we were created in His image, after His likeness—male and female. God is fully 
male and fully female. As limited human representations of His maleness and femaleness, our bodies were 
created as either male or female. In His Creation, God gave both male and female the special gift of dominion 
over the rest of His Creation, as a limited human representation of His total dominion over the universe. 



2 

 

Dominion is the Hebrew word rdh (raw-daw’), which means “to rule, to reign, to prevail, to subjugate.” Because 
God created man and woman with this gift of His authority, He declared it to be “good.”  

Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.” 
                                                                                                                                                          Genesis 2:18 (ESV) 

 

This verse is often misunderstood and used to show that the woman was created to be in subordination to the 
man, because of the word “helper.” However, “helper” is the Hebrew word ezer (eezer), which is used 15 times 
in the Old Testament to describe God as the helper of people, where He is our “help, savior, rescuer, and 
protector.” Ezer carries no intent of subordination in it at all, and this is clearly supported by the idea that God 
Himself is certainly not subordinate to us as our “helper.” 

 

1 Samuel 7 tells the story of how the prophet Samuel was offering a burnt offering for the Israelites before the 
Lord. While he was doing that, the Philistines came to attack the Israelites, but God threw the Philistines into 
confusion with a mighty thunder from Heaven, so the Israelites were saved that day. Samuel set up a stone 
marker to the Lord named Ebenha-ezer, which means “the Lord has been our help.” This is the type of help 
that is implied in God creating woman as a helper for man—not a subordinate help, but rather a rescuer, a 
protector! (As a married man, I can certainly give testimony to the fact that this is true!) 
 

Where Things Went South.... 

 

If God created women to have dominion and to be helpers to their husbands, then how did they end up in a 
subordinate role? It happened in the curse that God pronounced over Eve after the Fall of Creation into sin: 

To the woman he said, “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children. Your desire shall be for your 
husband, and he shall rule over you.”               

Genesis 3:16 (ESV) 

 

Like all other effects of the Fall, the curse created a world that God never intended. Where man and woman 
had once ruled together with dominion over God’s Creation, now the woman was subject to the man, and he 
would have dominion over her. Thankfully, we know that God had a plan—through His Son, Jesus—to redeem 
the curse over men and women, restoring them to their rightful place that was lost in the Garden. 

 

Throughout the Old Testament.... 
 

Even in their fallen state of being subjected to the dominion of men, God continued to use women in powerful 
ways, in leadership roles over other men and women. Here are a few notable examples: 

• Miriam, Moses’ sister, was sent by God to lead Israel, right along with Moses and Aaron (Micah 6:4). 
• Deborah was a both a prophetess and a judge of Israel, which was the highest spiritual office and 

“political” ranking for a person at that time in Israel’s history (Judges 4 & 5). 
• Huldah was a prophetess to whom King Josiah sent a priestly entourage to consult with when the lost 

book of the Law was recovered. The king, the elders, the prophets, and the people accepted her word 
as divinely revealed from God (2 Kings 22:14-20).  

• Esther was crowned queen and used her political influence to bring about the destruction of the House 
of Haman along with 75,000 enemies of the Jews, and she wrote with full authority her decrees (Esther 
7:1-10; 9:1-32). She has a book of the Old Testament named after her and dedicated to her story.  

And look what the prophecy of Joel specifically said about men and women together—a prophecy that was 
fulfilled in the book of Acts, after Jesus died to remove the curse:  
 
“And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old 
men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions. Even on the male and female servants in those days I will pour out my 
Spirit.”  

Joel 2:28-29 (ESV) 
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Jesus and Women 

 

As we enter the New Testament, we find Anna, an 84-year-old prophetess who worshiped and prayed in the 
Temple 24/7, publicly prophesying the birth of Jesus at the very hour that He was born (Luke 2:36). The 
Gospel accounts tell of important women who were key to God’s revealed plan on earth—Elizabeth, Mary (the 
mother of Jesus), the sisters Mary and Martha, and Mary Magdalene. An examination of Jesus’ teachings and 
practices toward women in His adult years reveals no difference in His treatment of men and women. In fact, 
Jesus treated women with great respect: 

• In Luke 13:16, Jesus calls a crippled woman a “daughter of Abraham,” which happened 70 years 
before the first recorded incident where a Jewish rabbi did the same.  

• After Jesus taught the Samaritan woman, she became the first missionary to her people, and because 
of her testimony, many believed in Jesus because of her (John 4:39-42).  

• Although a woman’s testimony was not recognized in a Roman court of law, Jesus appeared to Mary 
Magdalene first after his resurrection and instructed her to give testimony of His resurrection to the 
others (John 20:14-18).  

Paul and Women 

 

Sadly, the writings of the Apostle Paul have been used as the backbone of the case that forbids women from 
exercising biblical authority or holding positions of spiritual leadership within the church. “Problem passages” 
have been held up as the “proof” that this was Paul’s doctrine and practice in the church. Yet a survey of Paul’s 
actual practice toward women reveals a very different picture. In a couple of cases, English Bible translators 
have contributed to this idea through their less-than-transparent translations, because of their bias against 
women in ministry. For example,  

 

I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant of the church at Cenchreae, that you may welcome her in the Lord in a way worthy of 
the saints, and help her in whatever she may need from you, for she has been a patron of many and of myself as well. 

Romans 16:1-2 (ESV) 

 

Phoebe was far more than a “servant” in the church at Cenchreae—the Greek word is diakonos (dee-ak’-oh-
nos), which is where we get our word “deacon” from and which means “leader, deacon, or deaconess.” This is 
underscored again in verse 2, where “patron” is the Greek word prostatsis (pros-tat’-sis), which is the feminine 
version of the verb proistemi (pro -is’-tay-mee) meaning “to stand before, to rule, to preside over, to maintain.” 
In other words, Phoebe was a “female presiding officer” or leader of the church at Cenchreae. And Paul said 
that she had “presided over” him in leadership as well as so many others. In fact, Paul uses the verb proistemi 
earlier in his same letter to describe the spiritual gift of leadership in Romans 12:8!  

Greet Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen and my fellow prisoners. They are well known to the apostles, and they were in Christ 
before me.   

Romans 16:7 (ESV) 

 

In another poor translation of the Greek text, the English translators actually substitute the preposition “to” for 
the preposition “in,” which completely changes Paul’s intended meaning. The literal word for word translation of 
the second sentence reads, “They are noteworthy in the apostles...” Both Andronicus (male) and Junia 
(female) were noteworthy apostles in the church at Rome. This is the same spiritual office of “apostle” that Paul 
ascribes to himself throughout his writings! 
 

Even with “fuzzy” translations such as those above, there was nothing that could be done to cloud examples 
like these: 
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He [Apollos] began to speak boldly in the synagogue, but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him and explained to him the 
way of God more accurately. 

Acts 18:26 (ESV) 
 

We remember Priscilla from our study of the book of Acts, and here, we find Priscilla (mentioned before her 
husband) and Aquila teaching Apollos how to understand the Word of God more accurately. Apollos was “an 
eloquent man, competent in the Scriptures” (vs 24). Yet we see Priscilla teaching this mature male believer the 
Word of God! Not only does Paul not correct or rebuke her, he has such a fondness for her that he calls her by 
her nickname and gives her first billing again in his letter to the Romans: “Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow 
workers in Christ Jesus” (16:3). Priscilla was a preacher/teacher of the Word just like Paul was, and she knew 
the Word so well that she taught it to a mature male believer! 
 

I entreat Euodia and I entreat Syntyche to agree in the Lord.Yes, I ask you also, true companion, help these women, who have labored 
side by side with me in the gospel together with Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life. 

Philippians 4:2-3 (ESV) 

 

Euodia and Syntyche were identified by Paul as fellow preachers/teachers, who labored side by side with Paul 
in the preaching of the Gospel. Once again, just like Priscilla, Paul was completely comfortable with the idea of 
ministering with female Bible teachers who were appointed and anointed by God, just like he was. In fact, 
these two women were such leaders within the church at Philippi that their disagreement was affecting the 
entire church! 
 

If this is Paul’s actual practice toward women in ministry, making room for them to preach and teach the Word 
of God with him as equals, are there doctrinal teachings of Paul that support this kind of practice? 

Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be revealed. So then, the law was 
our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith.  But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a 

guardian, for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And 

if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise. 
Galatians 3:23-29 (ESV) 

 

Paul’s letter to the Galatians was written against the backdrop of the Judaizers who were contending that the 
Gentile Christians needed to adopt the observance of Jewish ceremonial law to be true believers. In Paul’s 
affront against these Judaizers, he proclaims that through faith in Christ, both Jews and Gentiles are no longer 
under the law—all the categories of separation under the law have been abolished because of Jesus. He says 
that just as the distinction of Jew and Greek has passed away, so has the distinction of male and female. All 
believers are now one in Christ Jesus. 

 

Paul supports this idea In Ephesians 2:14, where he also says to the Jews and Gentiles that Jesus “has made 
us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility.” This “dividing wall” refers to the 
dividing walls in the Temple. Before Christ, the Gentiles were restricted to the court of the Gentiles and could 
not enter the Temple, but Jesus took down that wall. Guess what other dividing wall existed between the court 
of the Gentiles and the Temple? The dividing wall of the court of the women! No Jew or Greek. No male and 
female. All the dividing walls were taken down. 

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged  
on a tree.”  

Galatians 3:13 (ESV) 

 

As we previously established, God created male and female to share dominion together, but as a result of the 
curse, the male was to exercise dominion over the female. With the finished work of Jesus who became a 
curse for us, believers have been freed from the curse of the law, including male dominion over females. This 
once again underscores the truth of Galatians 3:28, that the distinction between male and female was 
obliterated through Christ! This is why Paul teaches marriage as a relationship of joint submission as we talked 
about in our study of Ephesians, “submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ” (Ephesians 5:21, ESV).  
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“Problem Passages” 

 

As you can see, in both doctrine and practice, Paul embraced women in spiritual leadership, even preaching 
the Gospel side by side with them. If you understand this truth, then these so-called “problem passages” clear 
right up simply by using a literal, grammatical, historical approach to study. However, if you need these 
passages to prohibit women from spiritual leadership within the church, then you must work backward to undo 
everything we have just learned. As you can imagine, this approach of “undoing” makes for some very peculiar 
explanations indeed.  
 

Let’s take a closer look at probably the most famous “problem passage” so that you can see for yourself how 
this works.  

Let a woman learn quietly with all submissiveness. I do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man; rather, she is 
to remain quiet. 

1 Timothy 2:11-12 (ESV) 

 

The first thing that is of interest is that Paul is writing this to Timothy, who himself was taught the Word of God 
by his mother and grandmother, Eunice and Lois, and Paul was very affirmative of Timothy’s spiritual training 
by these women (2 Timothy 1:5; 3:14-16). Since Timothy was very accustomed to being taught by and having 
spiritual authority exercised over him by women, Paul’s instructions here would have been important for 
Timothy to understand in reference to the Ephesian church.  

 

Paul wrote 1 Timothy to silence the false teachers that had infiltrated the church, especially through the 
Ephesian women who were home every day and most accessible to the false teachers. The beginning words 
of his second sentence should be translated, “I am not permitting,” and it uses the same grammar that Paul 
uses in four other places in his letters to express his own personal advice for a situation, instead of a universal 
demand for the church. Paul didn’t want to allow these particular women to teach or exercise spiritual authority 
in this context, because the women had been so compromised by the false teachers. So he tells Timothy to let 
them learn at home quietly and submissively. But this isn’t a light-hearted kind of “learn at home” program to 
keep them out of the way—it’s a command to “study the Word of God at home” so that you can teach again 
and don’t have to be silent, as shown by the verb manthano (man-than’-o).  

 

When you see that Timothy, the recipient of the letter, had learned from women who exercised authority over 
him during his formative years to great spiritual gain, and then you understand the historical context that these 
specific women in the Ephesian church had been compromised by false teachers, then you can see why Paul 
would help Timothy by telling him to shut the women down in this instance until they had done the serious 
study of the Word of God at home necessary to be able to teach the Truth again one day.   

 

However, if you take this as a Paul’s universal injunction against women teaching men in church, then you also 
have to also acknowledge Paul as a hypocrite for affirming Timothy’s spiritual upbringing in the very same 
letter, not to mention his relationship with a female preacher like Priscilla, who expressly taught Apollos the 
Word of God. Since we know that Paul is not conflicted in his doctrine, practices, or instruction, we see how a 
literal, grammatical, historical analysis of the text immediately resolves the apparent conflict. 1 Timothy 
contains Paul’s specific instruction to Timothy regarding a specific issue within a specific church; it is not a 
universal statement that forbids women to teach or lead in the church.  
 

For Further Study 

 

The above example is just the beginning of a thorough, proper exegetical defense against those who claim 
these verses and other “problem passages” limit or prohibit the spiritual leadership of women in the church. A 
thorough and proper defense examines detail of grammar, syntax, and historical context; such a defense 
speaks to every opposing argument and effectively disproves and dismantles them. As your pastor, I do not 
possess the knowledge, understanding, or skill to effectively accomplish this task, and thankfully, I do not have 
to.  
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A noted Bible scholar, Philip B. Payne, PhD, has done this very thing for us in a 500-page work, Man and 
Woman, One In Christ, An Exegetical and Theological Study of Paul’s Letters, (2009). In this masterwork 
based on 36 years of study, Dr. Payne offers us a scholarly and exhaustive study of each “problem passage” in 
Paul’s letters that definitely settles the issue from every possible angle. Copies of his book are available for 
sale in our Connection Center. What makes this book so valuable in my eyes is that Dr. Payne began as a 
complementarian; however, when he was awakened to the possibility of a biblical view for egalitarianism at 
Cambridge University, his research led him to discover that the Bible is firmly egalitarian. Not wishing to cause 
division within the church, he did not report his findings for seven years, yet at the urging of his denominational 
president, he finally came forward. This resource has been invaluable to me in my personal study, as well as in 
my preparation of this paper for the Valleybrook community.  

 

Dr. Payne has now also set up a website that is completely devoted to this issue as well, www.pbpayne.com, 
where he posts ongoing discussions about each “problem passage” with anyone who wants to gain further 
information or debate him on the topic, along with a constantly expanded bibliography of hundreds of 
supporting sources. This excellent website is constantly being updated and is a free resource for further study. 
 

For those of you who prefer stories over scholarship (or for those who like both!), let me suggest How I 
Changed My Mind About Women In Leadership: Compelling Stories from Prominent Evangelicals (2010), 
edited by Alan F. Johnson, PhD, which is also for sale in our Connection Center. Dr. Johnson, Emeritus 
Professor of New Testament and Christian Ethics and Emeritus Director of the Center for Applied Christian 
Ethics at Wheaton College, Wheaton, IL, has assembled the stories of well-known Evangelical leaders—
individuals and couples, males and females, from a broad range of denominational affiliation and ethnic 
diversity—who share their surprising journeys from a more or less restrictive view to an open inclusive view 
that recognizes a full shared partnership of leadership in the home and in the church based on gifts, not 
gender. 

 

Conclusion 

 

The purpose of this paper has been to equip Valleybrookers with a biblical understanding of “why we do what 
we do” when it comes to women in ministry. The joy that I have in writing this paper is that at Valleybrook, we 
have experienced the good fruit that has come from embracing women as pastors, overseers, Bible teachers, 
and leaders! It is not a “hard sell” when you see the blessing of God in our community because of our 
commitment to egalitarian practice. In fact, I can’t imagine where our church would be without our women 
leaders! 

 

Please know that I embrace the limits of this paper. It doesn’t address every question or offer every answer. It 
was not written to be a thorough defense of egalitarianism, nor is it an attack on complementarianism. I am not 
a Bible scholar, nor do I pretend to be one. As your pastor, my education simply serves me to be able to 
recognize the valuable work of scholars who possess the knowledge, skill, and understanding to mount such a 
formidable defense. 

 

Why does this matter so much to me? Because I believe that the church should be the place where women are 
affirmed as being fully participating image-bearers of God, just like men! I believe that the church should be the 
place where women find the biblical teaching and spiritual encouragement they need in order to discover and 
live out the fullness of their God-created identities with full permission and authority. I also believe that as 
Jesus builds His church, He intends to use both men and women to serve and lead in every capacity. Without 
the “help” (ezer) of women in their rightful places of leadership within the church, we suffer a very lopsided 
view of the image of God. There is so much at stake for all of us, that in this particular area I fully believe what 
Jesus said: “You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” (John 8:32 ESV). 


